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The Na�onal Commission on the Rights of Child (NCRC) is an 
independent statutory body established by the Government of Pakistan 

for the promo�on, protec�on, and fulfilment of children's rights in 
Pakistan. The NCRC has the mandate to examine and review policies, 
laws, prac�ces, and proposals, inquire into viola�ons of child rights, 

conduct research, raise awareness, build capaci�es, provide technical 
support and advise the Government on legisla�ve and policy ma�ers by 
virtue of the Na�onal Commission on the Rights of Child Act of 2017.

About The NCRC

I am delighted to share with you the remarkable 
progress and impac�ul ini�a�ves undertaken by 
the Commission in our ongoing mission to 
safeguard and promote the rights and well-being 
of children across Pakistan during the quarter.

The NCRC unveiled its 3-year strategic plan, a 
roadmap deve loped  through  r igorous 
consulta�on with stakeholders, experts, and civil 
society. This strategic blueprint is designed to 
effec�vely navigate the evolving factors 
impac�ng the child rights landscape in Pakistan. 
A central pillar of this strategic plan is the 
pr ior i�za�on of ev idence  genera�on , 
knowledge enhancement, and transforma�ve 
ac�on. 

Our recent endeavors have been marked by 
extensive collabora�on, advocacy, and tangible 
outcomes that resonate with our vision for a 
society where every child's rights are not only 
acknowledged but also protected and upheld.

From spearheading consulta�ons to improve 
legisla�on prohibi�ng child labour in domes�c 
work to advoca�ng for birth registra�on reforms 
and launching comprehensive policy briefs on 
cri�cal issues such as child trafficking and online 
protec�on, the NCRC has remained steadfast in 
its commitment to driving posi�ve change.

The NCRC has taken proac�ve steps to address 
Pakistan's issue of over 26.2 million out-of-
school children. Through consulta�ons across 
provinces, stakeholders were engaged in 
dialogue to understand challenges and 
formulate concrete policy recommenda�ons to 
ensure that the voices of children are heard and 
their rights are priori�zed.

Furthermore, our advocacy campaigns, in 
collabora�on with esteemed partners like 
UNICEF, have been instrumental in raising 
awareness and fostering meaningful behavioral 
change regarding pressing issues such as child 
domes�c labour. Together, we are igni�ng 
conversa�ons, challenging societal norms, and 

paving the way for a brighter, more equitable 
future for our children.

Addi�onally, I am delighted to announce the 
launch of our latest ini�a�ve, the Guidebook for 
P a r e n t s ,  Te a c h e r s  &  C h i l d r e n  � t l e d 
"Safeguarding Your Child in the Digital Age." 
Developed in collabora�on with the PTA, 
UNICEF, and Telenor Pakistan, this guidebook is 
a comprehensive resource aimed at empowering 
caregivers with the knowledge and tools to 
protect children online.

As we con�nue to navigate the complex 
landscape of child rights advocacy, I extend my 
hear�elt gra�tude to our dedicated team, 
partners, and supporters whose unwavering 
commitment and �reless efforts drive our 
collec�ve mission forward.

With gra�tude,

Ayesha Raza Farooq, 
Chairperson, NCRC

Message from the 

Chairperson
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Chairperson Member ICT 

Member Punjab
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of the Commission

Key Functions

The Commission reviews 
exis�ng laws protec�ng 
children and proposes 
amendments if necessary.

Legal & Policy
Reforms

Coordina�on

Inquiries Related 
to Child Rights 
Viola�ons

Research 
and Database

Awareness 
Raising

Reviewing 
Interna�onal 
Commitments

Addressing 
Child Rights 
Issues

The Commission collaborates 
with other provincial 
commissions and organiza�ons 
to ensure coordinated efforts 
towards protec�ng children's rights.

The Commission inves�gates cases of 
child rights viola�ons and recommends 
appropriate ac�ons to relevant 
authori�es.

The Commission iden�fies obstacles 
preven�ng children from enjoying their 
rights, such as violence and exploita�on, 
and suggests solu�ons.

It supports child-focused research and 
maintains a database of important 
informa�on to inform decision-making.

The Commission raises awareness about 
children's rights in society and educates 
the public on methods of protec�on.

It advises the government on interna�onal 
agreements related to child rights that 
should be adopted.

Other

The Commission may conduct any other 
task related to child rights that the State 
may be reques�ng from the Commission.
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Addressing the pressing need arising from the 
swi�ly changing factors impac�ng the child 
rights landscape in Pakistan, the NCRC unveiled 
a forward-thinking 3-year strategic plan. This 
ini�a�ve is a result of a comprehensive desk 
review and consulta�ve process with key 
stakeholders, child rights experts, and voices 
from civil society, demonstra�ng the NCRC's 
commitment to promote and protect child rights 
in line with Pakistan's interna�onal obliga�ons.

The NCRC's strategic vision is anchored in the 
promise to uphold the rights of every child. By 
the year 2026, the strategic plan aims to deliver a 
measurable improvement in the enforcement of 
child rights, making every effort that this promise 
is translated into impac�ul evidence-based 
ac�ons by state en��es and civil society.

A key priority outlined in the strategic plan is the 
focus on evidence genera�on, knowledge and 
transforma�on. The NCRC aims to build a robust 
founda�on of evidence-based prac�ces, 
equipping policymakers and stakeholders with 
the insights needed to inform impac�ul policies 
and interven�ons.

Emphasising collabora�on as a cornerstone, the 
NCRC's strategic plan priori�ses partnerships 
with diverse stakeholders. The collabora�ve 
approach recognises the collec�ve responsibility 
of all sectors to protect and promote the rights of 
children in Pakistan. Finally, the strategic plan is 
not just a document but a commitment to 
transforma�ve ac�ons. 

During the launch, Ayesha Raza Farooq, 
Chairperson, NCRC, emphasised the poten�al 
impact of the strategic plan. "This is not just a 

roadmap; it is a commitment to transforming the 
des�ny of our children. By implemen�ng 
evidence-based strategies and fostering 
partnerships, we aim to enforce the rights of 
every child in Pakistan ac�vely," she said.

Dr. Rinchen Chophel, Member of the United 
Na�ons Commi�ee on the Rights of the Child 
(UNCRC) addressing the launch event stated 
“The Commission's strategic plan is a beacon of 
hope, providing a roadmap for transforma�ve 
ac�ons. As a Member of the UNCRC, I commend 
this ini�a�ve and believe it will contribute 
significantly to shaping a future where the rights 
of every child are not only acknowledged but 
ac�vely protected and promoted."  

Chris�ne Chung, represen�ng the UN Office of 
the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(OHCHR), said, “In May 2023, Pakistan was 
subject to the first cycle of the universal periodic 
review, during which the government made 
commitments to work on recommenda�ons 
from other member states that included 
comba�ng child marriage and raising the 
minimum age of marriage, promo�ng children's 
right to quality educa�on, comba�ng child 
labour. Our office acknowledges that these 
recommenda�ons have been translated into the 
strategic plan presented by the Commission”.

Dr. Inoussa Kabore, Deputy Representa�ve of 
United Na�ons Children's Fund (UNICEF), 
stated, "The strategic plan is a commendable 
step towards safeguarding children's rights in 
Pakistan. We believe that the strategic priori�es 
o u t l i n e d  –  ev i d e n ce  a n d  k n ow l e d ge , 
partnership, and transforma�on – align with the 

of the QuarterKey Achievements
INSTITUTIONAL STRENGTHENING

Launch of the NCRC's 3-year Strategic Plan
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global efforts to ensure every child's well-being. 
This collabora�ve approach sets a posi�ve 
precedent for effec�ve child rights enforcement, 
and we look forward to witnessing the las�ng 
impact of this strategic plan on the lives of 
children across the country."

"Priori�sing awareness, capacity building, and 
policy reform will transform the future of 
children in Pakistan. The enforcement of the 
child rights laws and making a coordina�on 
mechanism with provincial child protec�on 
authori�es is the need of the hour " stated AD 
Khawaja, Federal Secretary, Ministry of Human 
Rights (MoHR). 

Chief Guest Mushaal Hussein Mullick, Special 
Assistant to Prime Minister, stated, "Child 
trafficking is a viola�on of the fundamental 
rights of our most vulnerable popula�on. The 
policy brief and strategic plan embodies the 
NCRC's commitment to confron�ng this issue 
head-on, focusing on preven�on, protec�on, 
and prosecu�on”.  

The launch of the NCRC's strategic plan is a 
significant milestone as, with a comprehensive 
roadmap in place, the NCRC will lead the 
transforma�ve ac�ons that will posi�vely 
impact the lives of children across the country. 
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During the 9th commission mee�ng, chaired by 
Chairperson, NCRC, a comprehensive progress 
report highligh�ng key ini�a�ves, progress, 
budget spending and the way forward was 
discussed. In the mee�ng, key ac�vi�es, 
including the launch of a situa�onal analysis of 
child online protec�on in Pakistan and a 
guidebook for caregivers on child online 
protec�on, were presented. The ac�vites reflect 
the NCRC's commitment to safeguarding 
children in the digital age. Addi�onally, the 
NCRC introduced its strategic plan, outlining our 
vision and priori�es for the future. Notably, 

efforts to combat child trafficking were 
bolstered with the dra�ing of a policy brief, along 
with a bill aimed at criminalising child labour in 
domes�c work. The NCRC shared that it is 
collec�ng vital data on juveniles in prisons to 
inform ev idence-based  interven�ons . 
Furthermore, the NCRC is following up on high-
profile torture & abuse cases related to children 
like Fa�ma Furriro and Rizwana, ensuring jus�ce 
and protec�on for the children involved. These 
in i�a�ves underscore our unwaver ing 
dedica�on to advoca�ng for and protec�ng 
children's rights across Pakistan.

9th Commission Meeting

The Interna�onal Labour Organiza�on (ILO) 
conducted a capacity-building session to 
empower members, consultants, and legal 
experts of the NCRC with comprehensive 
insights into child labour concepts and legal 
instruments. Led by experts from the ILO, this 
session provided a deep understanding of child 
labour, spanning interna�onal and domes�c 
legal frameworks. Par�cipants engaged deeply 
in discussions regarding the various forms of 

child labour and explored how these are defined 
within both interna�onal instruments and our 
na�onal legal context.

Equipped with this deep understanding, the 
NCRC has cra�ed a robust Prohibi�on of Child 
Labour in Domes�c Work bill. This legisla�on 
aligns with global standards set forth by the ILO 
a n d  e n s u re s  p r a c � c a l  a n d  i m p a c � u l 
implementa�on within the domes�c landscape. 

Capacity-Building Session on Child Labour 
Concepts and Legal Instruments by ILO

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS 

The NCRC forged partnerships to further mission to safeguard the rights and well-being of children 
across Pakistan.

The NCRC entered into a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with Sustainable Social 
Development Organiza�on (SSDO) Pakistan, 
marking a pivotal step towards ensuring the 
protec�on of our children's rights. This strategic 

partnership will focus on various areas of 
coopera�on, including awareness raising, 
c a m p a i g n i n g ,  c a p a c i t y  b u i l d i n g ,  a n d 
coordina�on of stakeholders. 

MoU with SSDO Pakistan

The NCRC has signed a Le�er of Agreement 
(LoA) with OBUN2, signalling a commitment to 
foster research-based collabora�on. Through 
this agreement, both organisa�ons will 
collaborate to develop a cu�ng-edge digital 
portal dedicated to gathering data related to 

child rights in Pakistan. This portal will serve as a 
vital resource, providing accessible, reliable, and 
up-to-date informa�on to enhance awareness 
and understanding of child rights among 
stakeholders and the general public alike.

LoA with OBUN2
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The NCRC successful ly conducted the 
consulta�ons on the Dra� Bill on the Prohibi�on 
of Child Labour in Domes�c Work. The 
consulta�on, organised by the NCRC, brought 
together stakeholders, experts, policymakers, 
bureaucrats ,  ch i ld  r ights  experts  and 
representa�ves from civil society organisa�ons.   
To get a holis�c review of the bill, the NCRC 
conducted consulta�ons in all provinces, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab, Sindh, and Balochistan, 
for a detailed delibera�on on the dra� bill. 

The consulta�ve process to discuss the 
Prohibi�on of Child Labour in Domes�c Work 
bill 2024 with key stakeholders culminated in a 
strong commitment to bringing legisla�on to put 
an end to this menace. This bill is designed to 
br ing about transforma�ve change by 
strengthening legal measures against individuals 
engaging children in domes�c labour. By 
proposing amendments to the Pakistan Penal 
Code, 1860, and the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1898, the NCRC aims to criminalise 
child domes�c labour and underscore the 
priori�sa�on of children's rights and well-being.

The proposed bill seeks to insert a new sec�on, 
374-A, into the Pakistan Penal Code, specifically 
addressing child domes�c labour. This sec�on 
aims to criminalise the live-in domes�c work of 
children below the age of eighteen years. 
Offences related to child domes�c labour are 
c a t e g o r i s e d  a s  n o n - b a i l a b l e ,  n o n -
compoundable, and cognisable, with penal�es 
including imprisonment ranging from three to 
seven years and a fine not less than one hundred 
thousand rupees.

During the consolida�on consulta�on in 
Islamabad, an improved bill was shared with the 

audience, reflec�ng insights gathered from 
previous consulta�ons. The dra� bill prohibits 
the exploita�on of children in domes�c work 
and  p roposes  s t r ingent  pena l�es  fo r 
perpetrators. 

Commen�ng on the consulta�on, Chairperson, 
NCRC, stated "Today's consulta�on marks a 
significant milestone in our collec�ve efforts to 
combat child domes�c labour and uphold the 
rights of every child. The collabora�ve approach 
adopted throughout this process underscores 
our commitment to crea�ng a future where 
every child can thrive free from exploita�on."

Geir Thomas Tonstol, Country Director, ILO, 
emphasised the importance of interna�onal 
coopera�on in addressing child labour, sta�ng, 
"The capacity-building session conducted by ILO 
aimed to equip the NCRC members with the 
necessary knowledge and exper�se to address 
child labour effec�vely. We are commi�ed to 
suppor�ng the NCRC in their efforts to enact 
legisla�on that aligns with interna�onal 
standards."

Raja Naeem Akbar, Secretary Ministry of Law & 
Jus�ce (MoL&J), highlighted the government's 
commitment to protec�ng children's rights, 
s ta�ng,  "Protec�ng our ch i ldren from 
exploita�on and ensuring their well-being is a 
top priority, but legisla�on takes �me, and 
Ministry of Law & Jus�ce reaffirms its support to 
the NCRC."

Dr. Inossua Kabore, Deputy Representa�ve, 
UNICEF,  re iterated the importance of 
priori�sing children's rights, sta�ng, "UNICEF 
remains commi�ed to suppor�ng the NCRC in 
thei r efforts  to  protect  ch i ldren from 
exploita�on and abuse.” 

LEGAL & POLICY REFORMS

The NCRC Concludes Consultative Process To 
Improve the Prohibition of Child Labour in 
Domestic Work Bill 2024 

Dr Ehsan Sadiq, Director General, Na�onal 
Police Bureau, said "The legal framework is 
necessary to define and address exploita�ve 
p ra c� ce s ,  s e�n g  c l e a r  s ta n d a rd s  fo r 
accountability and enforcement.”

Speakers at the consulta�ons highlighted 
poverty as a key driver of child domes�c labour 
and emphasised the need for parental 
awareness and educa�on incen�ves. They 
underscored the importance of finalising the 
legisla�on to criminalise child domes�c labour 
and prevent further exploita�on of children. 

Addi�onally, stakeholders stressed the role of 
NGOs in raising awareness and providing 
support to vulnerable children.

T h e  c o n s u l t a � o n s  c o n c l u d e d  w i t h  a 
commitment from all stakeholders to work 
collabora�vely towards enac�ng legisla�on that 
safeguards the rights and well-being of children 
across Pakistan. The NCRC, along with its 
partners, reaffirmed their dedica�on to 
comba�ng child domes�c labour and ensuring 
to take the advocacy efforts forward with the 
new cabinet.
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In Pakistan, the issue of out-of-school children 
persists as a significant challenge, with over 26.2 
million children currently out of school. 
Recognising the urgency of addressing this issue, 
the NCRC has taken proac�ve measures to 
ini�ate a consulta�ve process aimed at 
mainstreaming out-of-school children and 
enhancing access to quality educa�on for all.

The NCRC conducted four consulta�ons, one in 
each province, to engage stakeholders and 
discuss the progress of Educa�on Sector Plans, 
specifically addressing out-of-school children 
and improving the quality of educa�on in special 
educa�on schools. These consulta�ons served 
as pla�orms for dialogue, reflec�on, and 
collabora�on to iden�fy challenges, share 
insights, and formulate recommenda�ons for 
policy advocacy.

The objec�ves of the consulta�ons were to:

• Understand the current landscape of 
educa�on, including access to educa�on 
for out-of-school children and the quality of 
educa�on provided in special educa�on 
schools.

• Assess the status of educa�on priori�es in 
each province in alignment with provincial 
educa�on sector plans.

• Reflect on lessons learned, challenges 
faced, and pending priori�es related to free 
and compulsory educa�on.

• Dra� policy recommenda�ons to enhance 
educa�on for in and out-of-school children 
and children in special educa�on schools.

During the consulta�ons, several challenges 
were highlighted, which include:

• Budgetary constraints lead to limited 
fi n a n c i a l  re s o u rce s  fo r  e d u c a� o n 
development plans.

• S t a n d a r d i s a � o n  i s s u e s  c a u s e 
inconsistencies in school standards, 
par�cularly in rural areas.

• Lack of authen�c data regarding out-of-
s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  d i s a b i l i � e s 
exacerba�ng planning efforts.

• Insufficient number of post primary 
schools, hindering access to secondary 
educa�on.

• Gender dispari�es in educa�on are 
perpetuated by socio-cultural norms.

• Poli�cal interference affects appointments 
and governance within the educa�on 
system.

• Lack of func�onal parent-teacher councils 
and inadequate teacher training.

• Data availability gaps hinder effec�ve 
planning and interven�on strategies.

• Economic challenges force children to 
priori�se work over educa�on.

Drawing from the discussions, a set of 
recommenda�ons emerged from consulta�ons 
to address these challenges effec�vely:

• Implement door-to-door enrollment 
campaigns to reach out to out-of-school 
children.

• P r i o r i � s e  b u d g e t  a l l o c a � o n  f o r 
d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n s  t o  i m p r o v e 
infrastructure and resource availability.

• Mobilise resources through public-private 
partnerships and donor support.

• Promote awareness of non-formal 
educa�on op�ons for children unable to 
access formal schooling.

• Advocate for policy reforms in teacher 
training and appointments to enhance 
professionalism.

• Adopt a gender-responsive approach to 

The NCRC Spearheads E�orts to Tackle 
Pakistan's Out-of-School Children: 
A Consultative Approach

promote girls' educa�on and address 
dispari�es.

• Introduce scholarships and s�pend 
programs to incen�vise school a�endance.

• Encourage double shi�s in schools to 
accommodate out-of-school children.

• Develop comprehensive curriculum 
standards and enhance teachers' capacity.

• Formalise madrassahs and integrate 
religious educa�on into the broader 
educa�on system.

• Provide meals in schools to improve 
a�endance.

• Ensure a 10% quota in private schools for 
underprivileged students and regulate 

admissions.

• Introduce adult literacy and social security 
programs to ensure reten�on in schools.

The NCRC's consulta�ve process underscores 
its commitment to addressing the complex issue 
of out-of-school children in Pakistan. The 
consulta�ons have laid the groundwork for 
informed policy recommenda�ons and advocacy 
efforts by fostering dialogue and collabora�on 
among stakeholders. Through con�nued 
advocacy and concerted ac�on, the NCRC 
strives to ensure every child has access to quality 
educa�on and the opportunity to fulfil their 
poten�al.



Na�onal Commission on the Rights of Child 

10

Quarterly Newsle�er

11

In Pakistan, the issue of out-of-school children 
persists as a significant challenge, with over 26.2 
million children currently out of school. 
Recognising the urgency of addressing this issue, 
the NCRC has taken proac�ve measures to 
ini�ate a consulta�ve process aimed at 
mainstreaming out-of-school children and 
enhancing access to quality educa�on for all.

The NCRC conducted four consulta�ons, one in 
each province, to engage stakeholders and 
discuss the progress of Educa�on Sector Plans, 
specifically addressing out-of-school children 
and improving the quality of educa�on in special 
educa�on schools. These consulta�ons served 
as pla�orms for dialogue, reflec�on, and 
collabora�on to iden�fy challenges, share 
insights, and formulate recommenda�ons for 
policy advocacy.

The objec�ves of the consulta�ons were to:

• Understand the current landscape of 
educa�on, including access to educa�on 
for out-of-school children and the quality of 
educa�on provided in special educa�on 
schools.

• Assess the status of educa�on priori�es in 
each province in alignment with provincial 
educa�on sector plans.

• Reflect on lessons learned, challenges 
faced, and pending priori�es related to free 
and compulsory educa�on.

• Dra� policy recommenda�ons to enhance 
educa�on for in and out-of-school children 
and children in special educa�on schools.

During the consulta�ons, several challenges 
were highlighted, which include:

• Budgetary constraints lead to limited 
fi n a n c i a l  re s o u rce s  fo r  e d u c a� o n 
development plans.

• S t a n d a r d i s a � o n  i s s u e s  c a u s e 
inconsistencies in school standards, 
par�cularly in rural areas.

• Lack of authen�c data regarding out-of-
s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  d i s a b i l i � e s 
exacerba�ng planning efforts.

• Insufficient number of post primary 
schools, hindering access to secondary 
educa�on.

• Gender dispari�es in educa�on are 
perpetuated by socio-cultural norms.

• Poli�cal interference affects appointments 
and governance within the educa�on 
system.

• Lack of func�onal parent-teacher councils 
and inadequate teacher training.

• Data availability gaps hinder effec�ve 
planning and interven�on strategies.

• Economic challenges force children to 
priori�se work over educa�on.

Drawing from the discussions, a set of 
recommenda�ons emerged from consulta�ons 
to address these challenges effec�vely:

• Implement door-to-door enrollment 
campaigns to reach out to out-of-school 
children.

• P r i o r i � s e  b u d g e t  a l l o c a � o n  f o r 
d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n s  t o  i m p r o v e 
infrastructure and resource availability.

• Mobilise resources through public-private 
partnerships and donor support.

• Promote awareness of non-formal 
educa�on op�ons for children unable to 
access formal schooling.

• Advocate for policy reforms in teacher 
training and appointments to enhance 
professionalism.

• Adopt a gender-responsive approach to 

The NCRC Spearheads E�orts to Tackle 
Pakistan's Out-of-School Children: 
A Consultative Approach

promote girls' educa�on and address 
dispari�es.

• Introduce scholarships and s�pend 
programs to incen�vise school a�endance.

• Encourage double shi�s in schools to 
accommodate out-of-school children.

• Develop comprehensive curriculum 
standards and enhance teachers' capacity.

• Formalise madrassahs and integrate 
religious educa�on into the broader 
educa�on system.

• Provide meals in schools to improve 
a�endance.

• Ensure a 10% quota in private schools for 
underprivileged students and regulate 

admissions.

• Introduce adult literacy and social security 
programs to ensure reten�on in schools.

The NCRC's consulta�ve process underscores 
its commitment to addressing the complex issue 
of out-of-school children in Pakistan. The 
consulta�ons have laid the groundwork for 
informed policy recommenda�ons and advocacy 
efforts by fostering dialogue and collabora�on 
among stakeholders. Through con�nued 
advocacy and concerted ac�on, the NCRC 
strives to ensure every child has access to quality 
educa�on and the opportunity to fulfil their 
poten�al.



Na�onal Commission on the Rights of Child 

12

Quarterly Newsle�er

13

FEDERAL LEVEL:
The NCRC wrote a le�er to the Prime Minister of 
Pakistan regarding the birth registra�on issue, 
which led to immediate ac�on. Upon the Prime 
Minister's no�ce, the Secretary MoHR convened 
a pivotal mee�ng with Chairperson, NCRC, and 
key stakeholders from the departments of 
Educa�on, Interior, Law, Na�onal Database & 
Registra�on Authority (NADRA) and Islamabad 
Capital Territory (ICT) Municipal Corpora�on to 
address the alarming number of unregistered 
children. 

During the mee�ng, it was recommended to 
implement a legal fee waiver for birth 
registra�on a�er the first 60 days to ensure that 
no child is deprived of this fundamental right due 
to financial constraints. Addi�onally, enhancing 
interoperability between the health sector and 
Civil Registra�on and Vital Sta�s�cs (CRVS) 
systems was emphasised to facilitate seamless 
data sharing and birth registra�on. Birth 
registra�on is crucial for making evidence-based 
policy decisions concerning children's welfare 
and ensuring their rights are safeguarded.

Counting Every Child: NCRC's Advocacy for 
Strengthening Birth Registration 

SINDH:
In a significant step towards advancing child 
rights and promo�ng birth registra�on in Sindh, 
the NCRC, led by the Chairperson, and 
representa�ves from UNICEF and NADRA, met 
with Syed Asif Hyder Shah, Chief Secretary 
Sindh. The mee�ng aimed to advocate for 
implemen�ng a health-interoperable birth 
registra�on system in the province, aligning with 
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 16.9 and 
the NCRC's strategic plan.

During the mee�ng, four key recommenda�ons 
were presented to the Chief Secretary Sindh:

•  Fee Waiver: Advoca�ng for a fee waiver for 
birth registra�on during the first 60 days 
a�er birth,  ensur ing that  financia l 
constraints do not deprive any child of this 

fundamental right.

•  Health Interoperability with CRVS: 
E m p h a s i s i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f 
interoperability between the health sector 
and CRVS systems to facilitate seamless 
data sharing and birth registra�on.

•  Law Reform: Proposing amendments in 
rules and regula�ons to streamline the birth 
registra�on process and address exis�ng 
barriers.

•  Simplifica�on of CRVS Business Process: 
Calling for simplifying the CRVS business 
process to make birth registra�on more 
accessible and efficient for parents.

Chief Secretary Sindh expressed his full 
commitment to lead the implementa�on 

process and took immediate ac�ons, including 
the cons�tu�on of a CRVS Working Group. 
Addi�onally, he pledged to take up the fee 
waiver issue to the cabinet to alleviate the 
burden on parents.

Furthermore, NADRA announced plans to 
introduce a pilot for health interoperability in 
Sindh, with technical support from UNICEF, 
further enhancing the registra�on process.

This collabora�ve effort marks a significant 
milestone in the journey towards ensuring every 
child's right to birth registra�on. It underscores 
the importance of inter-agency coopera�on in 
advancing child welfare and protec�on.

 BALOCHISTAN: 
Chairperson, NCRC, and Pirbhu Satyani, 
Member Sindh/Minori�es, called upon Mir 
Sarfraz Bug�, Chief Minister of Balochistan, for a 
mee�ng to address cri�cal child rights issues and 
advocate for necessary reforms to protect the 
well-being and rights of children in the province.

During the mee�ng, the Chief Minister 
expressed his commitment to several key 
ini�a�ves:

•  Raising the Minimum Marriageable Age for 
Girls: The Chief Minister pledged to raise 
the minimum marriageable age for girls to 
18 years. 

•  Ta c k l i n g  Ou t - of- S c h o o l  C h i l d re n : 
Recognising the alarming rate of out-of-
school children in Balochistan, the Chief 
M i n i s t e r  co m m i � e d  t o  l a u n c h i n g 
awareness campaigns and advocacy efforts 
to address this pressing issue. 

•  Improving Birth Registra�on Rate: The 
Ch ief  Min i s te r  acknowledged  the 
importance of birth registra�on and 
pledged to introduce fee waivers and 
streamline business processes to improve 
the birth registra�on rate in Balochistan. 

•  Comba�ng Child Domes�c Labour: The 
Chief Minister emphasised the need for 
concrete steps to protect vulnerable 
children from exploita�on. 

The mee�ng highlighted the government's 
proac�ve approach towards addressing cri�cal 
child rights issues and its commitment to 
c rea�ng  a  safe r  and  more  conduc ive 
environment for children in Balochistan.

Moreover, Chairperson, NCRC led a delega�on 
to meet with Shakeel Qadir, Chief Secretary of 
Balochistan, in pursuit of advancing birth 
registra�on efforts aligned with SDG 16.9. 

During the mee�ng, the Chief Secretary 
expressed support for upholding child rights and 
priori�sing birth registra�on. Recognising the 

importance of collabora�on between sectors, he 
emphasised the need to strengthen �es with the 
health sector and streamline CRVS processes.

The Chief Secretary instructed his team to 
explore the feasibil ity of waiving birth 
registra�on fees, aiming to eliminate financial 
barriers to registra�on. Addi�onally, he took 
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BALOCHISTAN:

Chairperson, NCRC, and Member Sindh/ 
Minori�es met Abdul Khalique Shaikh, Inspector 
General of Police, Balochistan, to address child 
rights viola�ons in the province. IG Balochistan 
expressed strong support for establishing a 
robust coordina�on mechanism to address child 
rights complaints effec�vely. He pledged to 

regularly share data on cases involving juveniles 
and proposed the forma�on of a coordina�on 
commi�ee to ensure prompt ac�on on child 
protec�on issues. The mee�ng also included 
plans for capacity-building sessions and 
a wa re n e s s  p ro g ra m s  o n  c h i l d  r i g ht s , 
underscoring the commitment to crea�ng a safe 
environment for all children in Balochistan.
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decisive ac�on by ini�a�ng the establishment of 
a  s t e e r i n g  c o m m i � e e  c o m p r i s i n g 
representa�ves from his secretariat, the Health 
Department, Local Government, UNICEF 

Pakistan, NADRA, and NCRC. This commi�ee 
will spearhead efforts to improve birth 
registra�on rates across Balochistan.

COORDINATION

SINDH: 
Chairperson, NCRC, led a delega�on to meet 
Riffat Mukhtar Raja, Inspector General of Police, 
Sindh, to enhance the coordina�on mechanism 
for �mely referral of child rights viola�ons and 
complaints. During the produc�ve mee�ng, IG 
Sindh pledged to share data on cases involving 
juveniles periodically, facilita�ng the provision 

of legal aid and help those awai�ng bail due to 
surety bonds in pe�y crimes. Notable officials 
from the police department, including Zubair 
Dreshak, Deputy IG and Sheeraz Nazir, 
Add i�ona l  IG ,  j o ined  the  d i scuss ion , 
demonstra�ng a collec�ve commitment to 
priori�se efforts for improving child rights and 
safeguarding children from harm and abuse.

Strengthening Coordination Mechanism for 
Addressing Child Rights Complaints

The NCRC organised the second mee�ng of the 
Working Group of Minori�es on Child Rights, 
chaired by Chairperson, NCRC. This mee�ng 
served as a pla�orm to reinforce the NCRC's 
commitment to protec�ng and promo�ng the 
rights of every child, par�cularly those belonging 
to minority communi�es.

During the mee�ng, Chairperson, NCRC, 
provided a comprehensive briefing on the 
Commission's ini�a�ves and efforts aimed at 

safeguarding the rights of children across 
P a k i s t a n .  P i r b h u  S a t y a n i ,  M e m b e r 
Sindh/Minori�es presented updates on 
previous mee�ng minutes and outlined the 
ac�ons taken since then.

A significant highlight of the mee�ng was the 
discussion surrounding the recent monitoring 
visit conducted by the NCRC to the affected 
minority communi�es in the Jaranwala case. 
Addi�onally, the Commission shared insights 

The NCRC Convenes Second Meeting of the 
Working Group of Minorities on Child Rights
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into the ongoing development of a policy brief 
focused on forced conversions, underscoring 
the NCRC's proac�ve approach to addressing 
cri�cal issues faced by minority children.

The discussion centred around pressing 
concerns such as bonded labour, child labour, 
children in deten�on, and corporal punishment, 

par�cularly as experienced by minority children, 
and par�cipants provided valuable insights and 
h i g h l i g h t e d  a re a s  w h e re  t h e  N C RC 's 
interven�on and support are crucial in ensuring 
the protec�on and well-being of minority 
children.

In a mee�ng with the European Union 
Delega�on to Pakistan, chaired by Jeroen 
Willems, Head of Coopera�on, Chairperson, 
NCRC, shared insights about the Commission's 
impac�ul ini�a�ves and explored poten�al 

areas for collabora�on. The discussion centred 
on iden�fying synergies and opportuni�es for 
bilateral coopera�on, underscoring the 
importance of collec�ve efforts in promo�ng 
and protec�ng the rights of children in Pakistan.

Meeting with Donor Agencies, INGOs & 
Civil Society

Addi�onally, Chairperson, NCRC, engaged in a 
produc�ve dialogue with the Commissioner 
Pakistan Girls Guide Associa�on, focusing on 

avenues for collabora�on to enhance teachers' 
training and awareness sessions on children's 
online safety in both public and private schools 

Quarterly Newsle�er

17

na�onwide. The mee�ng emphasised the 
significance of empowering educators and 

promo�ng chi ld-centr ic  approaches to 
educa�on.

Chairperson, NCRC, engaged in a produc�ve 
mee�ng with Mir Jam Kamal Khan, Minister for 
Commerce, to deliberate on crucial ma�ers 
concerning chi ld r ights and Pakistan's 
i n t e r n a � o n a l  o b l i g a � o n s  a n d  G S P + 
commitments. The mee�ng served as a pla�orm 

to underscore the importance of upholding child 
rights within the framework of Pakistan's 
interna�onal agreements. Both representa�ves 
recognized the pressing need to ensure that 
children's rights are protected and priori�zed in 
all spheres of policy and prac�ce. 

Meeting with Key Government Stakeholders
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The NCRC's commitment to the well-being of 
children remained strong as we addressed 215 
complaints related to children's rights in the first 
quarter of 2024. These cases serve as a reminder 
of the vital role the NCRC plays in advoca�ng for 
and protec�ng children's rights. Each complaint 

handled represents a child whose voice was 
heard and whose rights were defended, 
reinforcing our dedica�on to crea�ng a society 
where children can thrive without fear or 
injus�ce. 

Inquiries Related to Child Rights Viola�ons

Complaint Handling

ICT 44

KP 22

Balochistan 10

Sindh 41

Punjab 91

Total 215

AJK & GB 7

In response to concerns raised regarding the 
alterna�ve of Islamic Studies for children from 
religious minori�es, significant steps have been 
taken to promote inclusive educa�on in 
Islamabad.

The NCRC received a complaint that some 
private educa�onal ins�tu�ons in Islamabad 
were not offering alternate subjects in place of 
Islamic Studies for minority students, poten�ally 
excluding them from accessing educa�on 
tailored to their beliefs and backgrounds. In light 
of this issue, the Private Educa�onal Ins�tu�ons 
Regulatory Authority (PIERA) took no�ce and 
intervened to address the ma�er. 

PIERA,  recognis ing the importance of 
accommoda�ng the diverse needs of students, 
directed all educa�onal ins�tu�ons within the 
jurisdic�on of ICT to ensure the provision of 
alternate subjects for minority students. This 
direc�ve aims to uphold the principles of 
inclusivity and equality in educa�on, ensuring 
that every child has the opportunity to pursue 
their educa�on in an environment that respects 
their cultural and religious iden�ty.

ADDRESSING CHILD RIGHTS ISSUES

Ensuring Inclusive Education: PIERA Directs 
Educational Institutions to O�er Alternate 
Subjects for Minority Students

Following the disturbing events of the recent 
mob a�ack on churches and homes of Chris�an 
residents in Jaranwala, the NCRC took swi� 
ac�on to address the concerns and issues faced 
by the minority communi�es affected by the 
incident.

Recognising the unrest and fear among the 
Chris�an community, par�cularly among 
children, a delega�on from the NCRC, 
comprising of Pirbhu Satyani ,  Member 
Sindh/Minori�es and Mehek Naeem, Member 
Punjab, visited Jaranwala. The primary objec�ve 

Upholding Religious Freedom: The NCRC 
Delegation Visits Jaranwala to Support 
Minority Communities
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of the visit was to engage directly with the 
minority communi�es, listen to their grievances, 
and undertake efforts to uphold religious 
freedom and harmony in the region.

During the visit, the NCRC delega�on had 
meaningful discussions with members of the 
minority communi�es to understand their 
concerns firsthand. The delega�on expressed 

solidarity with the affected families and assured 
them of the NCRC's support. The NCRC 
reiterated its stance against all forms of 
discrimina�on and violence based on religious 
beliefs and emphasised the need for collec�ve 
efforts to create a society where every 
individual, regardless of their faith, can live 
without fear of persecu�on or discrimina�on.

Khalid Naeem Member ICT has developed a 
comprehensive Monitoring and Evalua�on plan 
for the Directorate General of Special Educa�on, 
aimed at enhancing services for the educa�on 
and rehabilita�on of children with disabili�es. 

The monitoring plan uses a strategic approach to 
revolu�onize the delivery of support to these 
children, ensuring they receive the necessary 
resources to thrive. 

Enhancing Services for Children with 
Disabilities

Khalid Naeem, Member ICT, and Khalid La�f, 
Secretary NCRC, engaged in produc�ve 
discussions with officials from the Na�onal 
Commission of Human Development (NCHD) 
and the Na�onal Book Founda�on to explore 

plans to establish non-formal schools and 
develop specialized books for out-of-school 
children within the non-formal educa�on 
system.

Improving Access to Education

The NCRC launched its Policy Brief on Child 
Trafficking in a ceremony held in Islamabad. The 
policy brief delves into the mul�faceted issue of 
child trafficking, providing an in-depth analysis 
of the current landscape, challenges faced, and 
recommenda�ons for effec�ve preven�on and 
interven�on. The comprehensive document 
reflects the complexi�es of child trafficking to 
develop targeted solu�ons.

At the launch of the Policy Brief on Child 
Trafficking, a panel discussion took centre stage, 
featuring prominent experts in the field. Kausar 
Abbas, Execu�ve Director of SSDO, lent his 
exper�se, offering valuable insights into the 
mul�faceted challenges surrounding child 
trafficking. Joining him on the panel were Zaheer 
Ahmed, Former Director of the An�-Human 
Smuggling Unit at the Federal Inves�ga�on 
Agency (FIA), and Azam Tabani from the Na�onal 
Police Bureau, bringing a wealth of experience 
that added a law enforcement perspec�ve to the 
discourse. Shahida Gilani, Senior Programme 
Officer specialising in Human Trafficking and 
Migrant Smuggling, provided a nuanced 
understanding of the intricate dynamics 
involved in comba�ng these grave issues. The 
panel discussion was moderated by Mehek 
Naeem, Member Punjab who guided the 
conversa�on, ensuring a comprehensive 
ex p l o ra� o n  of  t h e  p o l i c y  b r i e f ' s  key 

recommenda�ons and fostering a collabora�ve 
exchange of ideas among the par�cipants. This 
insigh�ul panel discussion underscored the 
collec�ve commitment to addressing the urgent 
challenges posed by child trafficking. It 
emphasised the importance of collabora�ve 
efforts to create effec�ve solu�ons in the 
ongoing fight against this heinous crime.

RESEARCH & DATABASE

Brief on Policy Child Tra�cking 
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The NCRC launched the Situa�onal Analysis of 
Child Online Protec�on in Pakistan in a 
ceremony held at Telenor Headquarters. This 
comprehensive report delves into various 
aspects of online child protec�on, providing 
valuable insights into the current landscape and 
offering recommenda�ons for stakeholders at all 
levels.

The document explores different forms of 
Online Child Sexual Exploita�on and Abuse 
(OCSEA), shedding light on the various risks 
faced by children in the digital sphere. From 
cyberbullying to online grooming, the report 
thoroughly examines the challenges confron�ng 
young internet users.

The report also examines Pakistan's legal and 
ins�tu�onal frameworks for child online 
protec�on. It analyses the exis�ng laws and 

policies aimed at safeguarding children in the 
digital age and iden�fies areas for improvement 
to enhance the country's response to online 
threats.

Iden�fy ing  the  cha l lenges  and i ssues 
surrounding child online protec�on is a crucial 
aspect of the report. From gaps in legisla�on to 
inadequate enforcement mechanisms, the 
analysis highlights the obstacles hindering the 
effec�ve protec�on of children online. 
Addi�onally, the report offers comprehensive 
recommenda�ons tailored to policymakers, law 
enforcement agencies, educators, parents, and 
other stakeholders. These recommenda�ons 
aim to address the iden�fied challenges and 
strengthen efforts to protect children in the 
digital realm.

The NCRC Launches Situational Analysis of 
Child Online Protection in Pakistan

Disrup�ng Harm is a mul�-country, three-year 
research project by UNICEF, Interpol, ECPAT 
Interna�onal, and its local partners with the 
NCRC as a key partner. The purpose is to 
conduct  research  on l ine  ch i ld  sexua l 
exploita�on and abuse issues in Pakistan. Two 
ini�al consulta�ve mee�ngs were organised to 
collect evidence on the nature and scope of 
online child sexual exploita�on and abuse and 
the readiness of na�onal protec�on systems to 
respond to these forms of violence against 

children. A comprehensive analysis of na�onal 
legal provisions and policy frameworks 
pertaining to online child sexual exploita�on and 
abuse has been conducted. This cri�cal 
examina�on provides essen�al groundwork for 
understanding the exis�ng legisla�ve landscape 
and iden�fying areas for enhancement or 
reform. In order to test the methodology and 
tools used for household surveys, pilot tes�ng is 
underway. 

Disrupting Harm Project

AWARENESS RAISING

The NCRC, in collabora�on with Pakistan 
Telecommunica�on Authority (PTA), UNICEF, 
and Telenor Pakistan, held a launching ceremony 
for the parental guide �tled "Safeguarding your 
Child in the Digital Age-Guide for Caregivers. 
Representa�ves  f rom the  Min is t ry of 
Informa�on Technology & Telecom (MoIT&T), 
PTA, Telenor, NCRC, and UNICEF Pakistan also 
graced the ceremony with their presence.

Dr. Umar Saif, Caretaker Minister MoIT&T, was 
the chief guest of this occasion. During his 
address, Dr Saif emphasised the cri�cal need to 
safeguard children online in today's digital age. 
He stressed that it is the collec�ve responsibility 
of society to not only establish a secure online 
environment for children but also to proac�vely 
educate and support them in naviga�ng the 
digital landscape safely.

While Chairman PTA, Major General (R) Hafeez 
Ur Rehman, reiterated PTA's dedica�on to 
promo�ng a secure online environment, with a 
par�cular emphasis on safeguarding the youth 
and children of the na�on. He praised the efforts 
of the PTA's Child Online Protec�on Commi�ee 
and expressed confidence in the ongoing 
collabora�on with all stakeholders to ensure 
children's online safety and promote responsible 
internet use among children, caregivers, and 

educators through various ini�a�ves.

Speaking on the occasion, Khurrum Ashfaque, 
CEO of Telenor Pakistan, said, “With a staggering 
sta�s�c revealing that 1 in 3 internet users 
worldwide is  a chi ld,  i t 's  evident that 
safeguarding their online experience is 
paramount.”

"We cannot afford to turn a blind eye to the 
dangers that lurk in the digital realm. Every child 
deserves the right to explore the internet safely 
and securely, free from harm or exploita�on. It is 
our collec�ve responsibility to ensure that this 
fundamental right is upheld. Let us work 
together to raise awareness, strengthen 
legisla�ve frameworks, and empower our 
children with the knowledge and skills they need 
to navigate the digital world safely." said 
Chairperson, NCRC.

The ceremony included an interac�ve session 
involving children from schools and their 
caregivers. This session aimed to equip them 
with vital knowledge about online threats and 
promote safe online prac�ces. It exemplified the 
commitment of the par�cipa�ng organisa�ons 
to empowering both children and caregivers 
with the necessary tools for a safer online 
experience.

Launch of Guidebook for Parents, Teachers & 
Children Titled 'Safeguarding your Child in 
the Digital Age’
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offering recommenda�ons for stakeholders at all 
levels.

The document explores different forms of 
Online Child Sexual Exploita�on and Abuse 
(OCSEA), shedding light on the various risks 
faced by children in the digital sphere. From 
cyberbullying to online grooming, the report 
thoroughly examines the challenges confron�ng 
young internet users.

The report also examines Pakistan's legal and 
ins�tu�onal frameworks for child online 
protec�on. It analyses the exis�ng laws and 

policies aimed at safeguarding children in the 
digital age and iden�fies areas for improvement 
to enhance the country's response to online 
threats.

Iden�fy ing  the  cha l lenges  and i ssues 
surrounding child online protec�on is a crucial 
aspect of the report. From gaps in legisla�on to 
inadequate enforcement mechanisms, the 
analysis highlights the obstacles hindering the 
effec�ve protec�on of children online. 
Addi�onally, the report offers comprehensive 
recommenda�ons tailored to policymakers, law 
enforcement agencies, educators, parents, and 
other stakeholders. These recommenda�ons 
aim to address the iden�fied challenges and 
strengthen efforts to protect children in the 
digital realm.

The NCRC Launches Situational Analysis of 
Child Online Protection in Pakistan

Disrup�ng Harm is a mul�-country, three-year 
research project by UNICEF, Interpol, ECPAT 
Interna�onal, and its local partners with the 
NCRC as a key partner. The purpose is to 
conduct  research  on l ine  ch i ld  sexua l 
exploita�on and abuse issues in Pakistan. Two 
ini�al consulta�ve mee�ngs were organised to 
collect evidence on the nature and scope of 
online child sexual exploita�on and abuse and 
the readiness of na�onal protec�on systems to 
respond to these forms of violence against 

children. A comprehensive analysis of na�onal 
legal provisions and policy frameworks 
pertaining to online child sexual exploita�on and 
abuse has been conducted. This cri�cal 
examina�on provides essen�al groundwork for 
understanding the exis�ng legisla�ve landscape 
and iden�fying areas for enhancement or 
reform. In order to test the methodology and 
tools used for household surveys, pilot tes�ng is 
underway. 

Disrupting Harm Project

AWARENESS RAISING

The NCRC, in collabora�on with Pakistan 
Telecommunica�on Authority (PTA), UNICEF, 
and Telenor Pakistan, held a launching ceremony 
for the parental guide �tled "Safeguarding your 
Child in the Digital Age-Guide for Caregivers. 
Representa�ves  f rom the  Min is t ry of 
Informa�on Technology & Telecom (MoIT&T), 
PTA, Telenor, NCRC, and UNICEF Pakistan also 
graced the ceremony with their presence.

Dr. Umar Saif, Caretaker Minister MoIT&T, was 
the chief guest of this occasion. During his 
address, Dr Saif emphasised the cri�cal need to 
safeguard children online in today's digital age. 
He stressed that it is the collec�ve responsibility 
of society to not only establish a secure online 
environment for children but also to proac�vely 
educate and support them in naviga�ng the 
digital landscape safely.

While Chairman PTA, Major General (R) Hafeez 
Ur Rehman, reiterated PTA's dedica�on to 
promo�ng a secure online environment, with a 
par�cular emphasis on safeguarding the youth 
and children of the na�on. He praised the efforts 
of the PTA's Child Online Protec�on Commi�ee 
and expressed confidence in the ongoing 
collabora�on with all stakeholders to ensure 
children's online safety and promote responsible 
internet use among children, caregivers, and 

educators through various ini�a�ves.

Speaking on the occasion, Khurrum Ashfaque, 
CEO of Telenor Pakistan, said, “With a staggering 
sta�s�c revealing that 1 in 3 internet users 
worldwide is  a chi ld,  i t 's  evident that 
safeguarding their online experience is 
paramount.”

"We cannot afford to turn a blind eye to the 
dangers that lurk in the digital realm. Every child 
deserves the right to explore the internet safely 
and securely, free from harm or exploita�on. It is 
our collec�ve responsibility to ensure that this 
fundamental right is upheld. Let us work 
together to raise awareness, strengthen 
legisla�ve frameworks, and empower our 
children with the knowledge and skills they need 
to navigate the digital world safely." said 
Chairperson, NCRC.

The ceremony included an interac�ve session 
involving children from schools and their 
caregivers. This session aimed to equip them 
with vital knowledge about online threats and 
promote safe online prac�ces. It exemplified the 
commitment of the par�cipa�ng organisa�ons 
to empowering both children and caregivers 
with the necessary tools for a safer online 
experience.
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Children Titled 'Safeguarding your Child in 
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ILO recently organised a Brown Bag Launch, 
shedding light on a pressing issue in Pakistan: 
child domes�c labour. According to ILO 
sta�s�cs, 1 in every 4 households in Pakistan 
employs children in domes�c work, highligh�ng 
the widespread prevalence of this issue. As a 
panellist at the event, Chairperson, NCRC, 

emphasised the urgent need to shi� mindsets 
regarding child domes�c labour. She highlighted 
that while legisla�on is essen�al, it alone won't 
suffice to address the issue effec�vely. Instead, 
it's crucial to empower women, priori�se 
educa�on, and give children a voice and agency 
in their own lives.

The Commission participated in various 
consultations and events to raise awareness 
of child rights

Brown Bag Launch

Chairperson, NCRC, delivered an insigh�ul 
TEDx talk �tled "Finding Balance: Addressing 
the Root Causes of Child Labour" at TEDx Lahore 
chapter. In her thought-provoking presenta�on, 
Ayesha delved into the complex layers 
underlying child domes�c labour in Pakistan, 
offering a deep explora�on of its root causes.

Drawing on her exper�se as Chairperson of the 
NCRC and her extensive experience in the 
country's poli�cal landscape, Ayesha provided 
valuable perspec�ves on tackling the issue of 
child labour. She emphasised the cri�cal 
importance of addressing poverty, improving 
access to educa�on, and challenging societal 
norms to strike a balance and effec�vely combat 
child labour.

She also highlighted the urgent need for holis�c 
approaches to address the root causes of child 
labour in Pakistan. 

TedTalk

Khalid Naeem, Member ICT delivered an 
enlightening lecture on "Inclusive Educa�on for 
Out-of-School Children" at the Educa�on 
Department, Allama Iqbal Open University 
(AIOU) Islamabad. He emphasised the cri�cal 
importance of ensuring access to educa�on for 
every child, irrespec�ve of their circumstances, 
discussed the challenges faced by out-of-school 
children and highlighted the need for inclusive 
educa�onal prac�ces to address these 
challenges effec�vely. 

Lecture on Inclusive Educa�on

During a conference organised by ILO, 
Chairperson, NCRC, gave an address on the 
impera�ve need to combat child labour and 
strengthen child protec�on measures. She 
emphasised the pivotal role of robust legal 
frameworks, impac�ul awareness campaigns, 
and comprehensive child labour surveys in 

eradica�ng child labour and fostering child 
protec�on. In addi�on, she discussed the 
urgency of changing community a�tudes and 
behaviours regarding child labour. She stressed 
that it is essen�al to challenge and transform the 
societal norms that normalise children working 
instead of a�ending school. 

Advancing Social Jus�ce

Chairperson represented the Commission at the 
Lahore Literary Fes�val and par�cipated in a 
panel discussion on prac�cal and legisla�ve 
approaches towards protec�ng the rights of 
women and children alongside inspiring voices 
Dominique Sigaud and Khawar Mumtaz, 
moderated by Asma Hamid. The NCRC 

commends the support of the French Embassy 
for arranging this insigh�ul session. The French 
Embassy's partnership with the NCRC to raise 
awareness on the preven�on of child sexual 
abuse through a comprehensive campaign is 
invaluable. 

Lahore Literary Fes�val
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Pirbhu Satyani, Member Sindh/Minori�es, 
par�cipated in the Sujawal STEM Learning 
Fes�val. As a panellist, he talked about the 
NCRC's �reless efforts towards implemen�ng 
Ar�cle 25-A and discussed the crucial theme of 
'Transforming Educa�on: Addressing Out-of-
School Children through Policy Reforms and 
Alterna�ve Pathways'. In Pakistan, addressing 
the challenge of out-of-school children demands 
though�ul policy reforms and innova�ve 
a p p ro a c h e s .  Em p h a s i s i n g  i n c l u s i v i t y, 

policymakers must priori�se measures to 
iden�fy and support children currently not 
a�ending school. Flexible learning op�ons like 
distance educa�on or community-based 
programs offer alterna�ve pathways for these 
children to access essen�al knowledge and 
skills. At youth STEM Learning Fes�val in 
Karachi,  he also speak about child rights, school 
safety, and quality/accessible educa�on for all 
children in both emergencies and normal 
situa�ons.

STEM Learning Fes�val

Chairperson, NCRC, par�cipated as a panelist at 
the Interna�onal Conference Against Trafficking 
and Forced Labour in Pakistan, organised by 
SSDO Pakistan in collabora�on with the U.S. 
Embassy in Islamabad. She shared insigh�ul 

perspec�ves on protec�ng children from 
bonded labour and trafficking, emphasising 
ac�onable steps to enhance vic�ms' access to 
vital support services. 

SSDO Conference

Pirbhu Satyani, Member Sindh/Minori�es, 
represented the Commission at Sahil's launch of 
the report Cruel Numbers 2023. The report not 
only unveils the alarming numbers of children 
that are abused, but it also highlights the factors 
that render our children vulnerable to such 

atroci�es. Each number in this report represents 
a child whose innocence has been brutally stolen 
and whose trust has been sha�ered. It is our 
collec�ve responsibility to work �relessly 
towards crea�ng a safer environment for our 
children.

Cruel Numbers Report

At the conference �tled "Integra�ng Behaviour 
Change and Community Engagement in Policy 
and Programming for gender based violence 
(GBV), Child Marriage, and Social Cohesion", 
arranged by AWAZ-II in collabora�on with the 
Bri�sh Council, the Chairperson emphasised the 
crucial role of behavioural change and 

community involvement in the effec�ve 
implementa�on of laws. She pointed out that 
legisla�on alone is not sufficient and highlighted 
the  need  for ac�ve  par�c ipa�on and 
engagement from communi�es to address 
issues such as GBV, child marriage, and social 
cohesion.

Conference on Behaviour Change & Community Engagement
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Chairperson, NCRC, par�cipated in a Facebook 
live program, 'Invest in Women, Accelerate 
Progress,' organised by UNICEF. During the 
insigh�ul discussion, she underscored the 
cri�cal role of educa�on and skills development 
in empowering women and girls and narrowing 
gender dispari�es. She emphasised that 
inves�ng in girls' educa�on is not just an 
investment in individuals but also in the 
prosperity and progress of society as a whole. 
Educated and empowered girls have the 
poten�al to become catalysts for posi�ve 
change, driving transforma�onal impact within 
their families, communi�es, and beyond. The 

NCRC has priori�sed girls' educa�on in its 3-
year strategic plan. 

'Invest in Women, Accelerate Progress’

The recently launched ASER 2023 Report has 
shed light on both progress and persistent 
challenges in the realm of educa�on in Pakistan. 
While the report shows improvements in 
primary school enrollment, it also highlights 
significant dispari�es based on wealth and 

gender. 

As a panellist at the ASER Report Launch event, 
Chairperson, NCRC, assumed a crucial role in 
addressing the challenges highlighted in the 
report and discussing mi�ga�on strategies to 
improve the educa�on sector. 

ASER Report Launch

Pirbhu Satyani, Member Sindh/Minori�es, 
par�cipated in a recent consulta�on organised 
by the Centre for Social Jus�ce (CSJ) addressing 

concerns  and  expecta�ons  regard ing 
establishing a statutory Na�onal Commission 
for Minori�es Rights.

Centre for Social Jus�ce

Nadia Bibi, Member Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
par�cipated ac�vely in the launch event 
'Empowering Women & Girls Project' organised 
by SPARC, where she shared her invaluable 
insights on the importance of empowering 
women and girls in our society. Her remarks 
emphasized the cri�cal role that empowerment 
plays in ensuring the rights and well-being of 
women and girls, ul�mately fostering a more 
equitable and inclusive society for all. The launch 
of the Empowering Women & Girls Project 
signifies a crucial step towards promo�ng gender 

equality and advancing the rights of women and 
girls in Pakistan. 

Launch of Empowering Women & Girls Project

Mehek Naeem, Member Punjab, was honoured 
with the pres�gious "Dynamic Woman's Award" 
at the Women's Day 2024 Celebra�on, hosted 
by the Phoenix Founda�on for Research and 
Development in collabora�on with Pakistan Girl 

Guides Associa�on Punjab and Rotary Clubs of 
Lahore South. The event took place at the Girl 
Guides House in Lahore, where Mehek Naeem's 
outstanding contribu�ons and leadership were 
celebrated and recognised.

Dynamic Woman's Award
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Khalid Naeem, Member ICT had the honour of 
delivering a thought-provoking lecture �tled 
"Policy and Mechanism of Human Rights with 
Specific Reference to Child Rights" at the 
Ins�tute of Policy Studies (IPS). This session 
a�racted an audience comprising IPS Research 
Scholars, lawyers, faculty members, and 
students from various universi�es. During the 

lecture, he delved deep into crucial aspects of 
safeguarding child rights, emphasising the 
i m p o r t a n ce  o f  e ffe c � ve  p o l i c i e s  a n d 
mechanisms in ensuring the protec�on and 
promo�on of these rights. His insights shed light 
on the challenges children face in our society and 
the urgent need for concerted efforts to address 
them.

Lecture at IPS

At the heart of the NCRC mission lies a vision for 
Pakistan where every child's rights are not just 
acknowledged but also respected, protected, 
and fulfilled. Recognising that achieving this 
mission requires a collec�ve effort, the NCRC 
launched a social media campaign, urging 
everyone to join hands and make a difference in 
the lives of children. 

The NCRC, in collabora�on with UNICEF, have 
designed an advocacy campaign to counter the 
grave issue of child domes�c labour in Pakistan. 
This comprehensive ini�a�ve has been 
me�culously cra�ed to drive awareness and 
foster meaningful behavioural change within our 
society.

The campaign's planning involved extensive 
collabora�on between the NCRC and UNICEF, 
with a shared goal of addressing the urgent need 
to combat child domes�c labour. Drawing upon 
insights from research and stakeholder 
consulta�ons, a mul�faceted approach was 
devised to effec�vely convey the message and 

evoke empathy among the target audience.

Central to the campaign's strategy was the 
crea�on of a compelling video adver�sement 
designed to resonate with viewers on an 
emo�onal level. The video ad portrays a scene of 
a young girl, her face filled with hope, as she 
imagines herself a�ending school while ironing 
the uniform of her employer's daughter. This 
powerful depic�on serves as a stark reminder of 
the harsh reali�es faced by children trapped in 
domes�c labour. The video also issues a 
compelling call to ac�on, urging viewers to join 
the movement to stop employing children in 
labour.

Since its launch, the campaign has gained 
significant trac�on, sparking widespread debate 
and discussion among the public. Disseminated 
across social media and electronic pla�orms, the 
campaign has reached a vast audience, igni�ng a 
collec�ve dialogue on the urgent need to end 
this harmful prac�ce.

In recogni�on of the pivotal  role that 
interna�onal days play in raising awareness and 
driving advocacy efforts, the NCRC has 
leveraged social media pla�orms to share 
impac�ul advocacy messages. These posts have 
been strategically cra�ed to highlight key child 
rights issues and foster dialogue among 
stakeholders. 

Here's a glimpse of the themes covered in our 
recent social media campaign:

Birth Registra�on: We shared sta�s�cs from the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Child Labour Survey 
Report 2022, emphasising the importance of 
birth registra�on in ensuring children's access to 
their fundamental rights.

Child Labour: Our posts shed light on the 
prevalence and consequences of child labour, 
urging for concerted efforts to eliminate this 
harmful prac�ce and protect children from 
exploita�on.

Child Domes�c Labour: We highlighted the 
plight of children engaged in domes�c labour, 
advoca�ng for their rights to educa�on, 
protec�on,  and a chi ldhood free from 
exploita�on.

Interna�onal Day of Women and Girls in 
Science: We celebrated the achievements of 
women and girls in science, underscoring the 

importance of gender equality and inclusive 
access to educa�on and opportuni�es.

World Day of Social Jus�ce: A post emphasised 
the need for social jus�ce and equity for all 
children, regardless of their background or 
circumstances.

Polio Day: We raised awareness about the 
importance of polio eradica�on efforts, urging 
for con�nued support to ensure a polio-free 
future for children.

Interna�onal Day of Educa�on: We advocated 
for quality educa�on for all children, highligh�ng 
its transforma�ve impact on their lives and 
future opportuni�es.

Pakistan Day: We celebrated Pakistan Day, 
reaffirming our commitment to protec�ng and 
promo�ng the rights of all children in the 
country.

World Braille Day: We honoured World Braille 
Day, recognising the importance of accessibility 
and inclusivity for children with visual 
impairments.

Through these targeted social media posts, the 
NCRC aims to amplify children's voices and 
advocate for their rights while fostering greater 
awareness and engagement among the public 
and policymakers alike. 

Advocacy Campaign on Countering Child 
Domestic Labour

Harnessing the Importance of International 
Days for Child Rights Advocacy via Social Media
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"Policy and Mechanism of Human Rights with 
Specific Reference to Child Rights" at the 
Ins�tute of Policy Studies (IPS). This session 
a�racted an audience comprising IPS Research 
Scholars, lawyers, faculty members, and 
students from various universi�es. During the 

lecture, he delved deep into crucial aspects of 
safeguarding child rights, emphasising the 
i m p o r t a n ce  o f  e ffe c � ve  p o l i c i e s  a n d 
mechanisms in ensuring the protec�on and 
promo�on of these rights. His insights shed light 
on the challenges children face in our society and 
the urgent need for concerted efforts to address 
them.

Lecture at IPS

At the heart of the NCRC mission lies a vision for 
Pakistan where every child's rights are not just 
acknowledged but also respected, protected, 
and fulfilled. Recognising that achieving this 
mission requires a collec�ve effort, the NCRC 
launched a social media campaign, urging 
everyone to join hands and make a difference in 
the lives of children. 

The NCRC, in collabora�on with UNICEF, have 
designed an advocacy campaign to counter the 
grave issue of child domes�c labour in Pakistan. 
This comprehensive ini�a�ve has been 
me�culously cra�ed to drive awareness and 
foster meaningful behavioural change within our 
society.

The campaign's planning involved extensive 
collabora�on between the NCRC and UNICEF, 
with a shared goal of addressing the urgent need 
to combat child domes�c labour. Drawing upon 
insights from research and stakeholder 
consulta�ons, a mul�faceted approach was 
devised to effec�vely convey the message and 

evoke empathy among the target audience.

Central to the campaign's strategy was the 
crea�on of a compelling video adver�sement 
designed to resonate with viewers on an 
emo�onal level. The video ad portrays a scene of 
a young girl, her face filled with hope, as she 
imagines herself a�ending school while ironing 
the uniform of her employer's daughter. This 
powerful depic�on serves as a stark reminder of 
the harsh reali�es faced by children trapped in 
domes�c labour. The video also issues a 
compelling call to ac�on, urging viewers to join 
the movement to stop employing children in 
labour.

Since its launch, the campaign has gained 
significant trac�on, sparking widespread debate 
and discussion among the public. Disseminated 
across social media and electronic pla�orms, the 
campaign has reached a vast audience, igni�ng a 
collec�ve dialogue on the urgent need to end 
this harmful prac�ce.

In recogni�on of the pivotal  role that 
interna�onal days play in raising awareness and 
driving advocacy efforts, the NCRC has 
leveraged social media pla�orms to share 
impac�ul advocacy messages. These posts have 
been strategically cra�ed to highlight key child 
rights issues and foster dialogue among 
stakeholders. 

Here's a glimpse of the themes covered in our 
recent social media campaign:

Birth Registra�on: We shared sta�s�cs from the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Child Labour Survey 
Report 2022, emphasising the importance of 
birth registra�on in ensuring children's access to 
their fundamental rights.

Child Labour: Our posts shed light on the 
prevalence and consequences of child labour, 
urging for concerted efforts to eliminate this 
harmful prac�ce and protect children from 
exploita�on.

Child Domes�c Labour: We highlighted the 
plight of children engaged in domes�c labour, 
advoca�ng for their rights to educa�on, 
protec�on,  and a chi ldhood free from 
exploita�on.

Interna�onal Day of Women and Girls in 
Science: We celebrated the achievements of 
women and girls in science, underscoring the 

importance of gender equality and inclusive 
access to educa�on and opportuni�es.

World Day of Social Jus�ce: A post emphasised 
the need for social jus�ce and equity for all 
children, regardless of their background or 
circumstances.

Polio Day: We raised awareness about the 
importance of polio eradica�on efforts, urging 
for con�nued support to ensure a polio-free 
future for children.

Interna�onal Day of Educa�on: We advocated 
for quality educa�on for all children, highligh�ng 
its transforma�ve impact on their lives and 
future opportuni�es.

Pakistan Day: We celebrated Pakistan Day, 
reaffirming our commitment to protec�ng and 
promo�ng the rights of all children in the 
country.

World Braille Day: We honoured World Braille 
Day, recognising the importance of accessibility 
and inclusivity for children with visual 
impairments.

Through these targeted social media posts, the 
NCRC aims to amplify children's voices and 
advocate for their rights while fostering greater 
awareness and engagement among the public 
and policymakers alike. 

Advocacy Campaign on Countering Child 
Domestic Labour

Harnessing the Importance of International 
Days for Child Rights Advocacy via Social Media
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PTV News: Khalid Naeem, Member ICT shed 
light on the significance of World Day of Social 
Jus�ce on PTV.  

ARY News: Chairperson, NCRC, in an exclusive 
interview with ARY NEWS, unveiled a significant 
step towards ensuring safety and jus�ce for 
vic�ms of violence and abuse. The inaugura�on 
of the An�-Rape Crisis Cell at the Pakistan 
Ins�tute of Medical Sciences (PIMS) will provide 
�mely response and expedited jus�ce for vic�ms 
of sexual violence, par�cularly women and girls.

Safe City: Mehek Naeem, Member Punjab, 
discussed child rights on the morning show of 
Safe Ci�es, Punjab. 

The News: Chairperson, NCRC, called for 
enhanced legal and ins�tu�onal mechanisms to 
protect vulnerable children while talking to the 
News reporter for an ar�cle. She said, “Under 
Sec�on 15(f) of the NCRC Act, 2017, our 
mandate entails taking measures to preven�ng 
physical and sexual violence, abuse, exploita�on 
and trafficking of children. While we diligently 
forward recommenda�ons to both federal and 
provincial authori�es, it’s crucial to note that we 
lack the authority to pursue legal ac�on against 
ins�tu�ons or individuals.” 

Dawn News: An ar�cle in the Dawn News 
highlights the recent report 'Situa�onal Analysis 
of Child Online Protec�on in Pakistan” published 
by the NCRC. “Children may be exposed to 
inappropriate content for their age or 
inappropriate contacts, which makes them 
highly vulnerable to violence including sexual 
abuse and exploita�on - a risk that is growing 
exponen�ally with the rapidly increasing use of 
technology,” the report added.

Dawn News (Op-ed): An op-ed piece published 
in Dawn News 'Online Darkness' highlights the 
NCRC’s report 'Situa�onal Analysis of Child 
Online Protec�on in Pakistan'.

NCRC in the Media 
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Roze TV: The Khalid Naeem, Member ICT took 
the spotlight on Roze TV's talk show "Situa�on 
of Child Labour in Pakistan." He pointed out the 
key factors that contribute to child labour and 
what the Commission is doing to protect 
children from this menace.

PTV Ramadan Transmission: Chairperson, 
NCRC, par�cipated in Ramadan transmission on 
PTV hosted by Ahsan Khan and Rabia Anum. She 
talked about the efforts of the Commission to 
curb child domes�c labour a�er taking charge. 
She highlighted the dra� bill that the NCRC has 
dra�ed for criminalising CDL to hold the 
perpetrators accountable and raise awareness 
to increase repor�ng of CDL cases and 
encourage people not to engage children for 
domes�c help.

Metro Ma�ers: Pirbhu Satyani, Member 
Sindh/Minori�es, took the spotlight in a 
talkshow on Metro Ma�ers with Akhtar 
Shaheen. He talked about the issue of child 
labour in Pakistan, highlighted key factors 
promo�ng this injus�ce and examined the 
exis�ng legal framework. Most importantly, he 
emphasized the crucial role the Commission 
plays in curbing child labour.
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