




















































Pakistan has enacted the Hindu Marriage Act, 2017 (HMA 2017), which regulates the 
solemnization of marriages in Hindu families. The HMA 2017 stipulates that both parties 
must be at least 18 years of age for a Hindu marriage to be performed. In 2018, the Punjab 
assembly passed the Punjab Sikh Anand Karaj Marriage Act, which states that no man and 
woman of the Sikh community who are below 18 years of age may solemnise marriages. 
However, the minimum age for a native Christian man is 16 years and for a woman 13 years 
under the Christian Marriage Act, 1872 (CMA) to contract marriage. The NCRC recommends 
that the law be amended to raise the age to 18 for both men and women.
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